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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department for Curriculum Management and eLearning 

Educational Assessment Unit 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2017 
 

YEAR 9                         EUROPEAN STUDIES          MARKING SCHEME 

 
 

PART I                                                                                                                         (Total 51 marks) 

 

Candidates are to choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer all the questions in the 

chosen section. 

 

The answers in the marking scheme are just indicative and any other possible and valid answers 

are to be accepted. 
 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − 

Power and 

People 

  

1 i 1 The Council of Europe was founded on 5th May, 1949. 

ii 1 There are 47 Member States in the Council of Europe. 

iii 2  Students should choose two from the following:  Canada, Holy 

See, Israel, Japan, Mexico and the United States. 

iv  2 The flag has twelve golden stars on a blue background while the 

anthem is the ‘Ode to Joy’ of Beethoven. 

v 6 The Council of Europe aims to defend democracy and to achieve 

a greater unity between its member states.  It aims to create a 

large, free peaceful, democratic area where people understand 

one another in spite of their differences, a Europe where peace is 

maintained through tolerance.  The Council of Europe also works 

to protect human rights.  It looks for solutions to the major 

problems of our times such as social exclusion, corruption and 

organised crime. 

vi 3 The Council of Europe promotes awareness and encourages the 

development of Europe’s cultural identity and diversity.  It helps 

Europeans become aware of ideas they share and join together to 

promote their cultures.  At the same time, it encourages countries 

to keep their own individual characteristics, such as their 

language and traditions. 

vii 2 The European Court of Human Rights is an international court 

set up in 1959 which rules on applications declaring violations 

of human rights. 

 Total: 17  
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Section 2 − 

Economic 

Development 

and Changes 

in Europe 

  

1 i 2 Trade of commodities across political frontiers without any 

restrictions such as tariffs, quotas or foreign exchange controls. 

ii 2 The practice of protecting a country’s domestic industries from 

foreign competition. 

iii 2 A formal or informal agreement among businesses designed to 

reduce or supress competition in a particular market. 

iv  2 Imposing a maximum allowable import quantity of a particular 

product to enter the country. 

2 5 The following factors have to be taken into consideration when 

deciding what mode of transport to use: 

 

 Time – one has to consider how long the journey will take and 

the importance of speed; 

 Distance of the journey; 

 Cost – one has to consider what form of transport is cheapest 

for the task at hand; 

 Convenience – one has to question which is the easiest way to 

travel; 

 Frequency of the journey; 

 Safety – one has to assess the risk of an accident to the people 

or damage to the goods; 

 Volume – one has to consider the number of people travelling 

at one time or the size and weight of the goods to be 

transported. 

 

3 4 Advantages: 

 It is fast; 

 It is relatively safe; 

 It is more eco-friendly than alternatives; 

 It does not add to congestion. 

Disadvantages: 

 It is limited to inflexible routes and time-tables; 

 It is expensive; 

 Total: 17  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



European Studies – Marking Scheme – Year 9 – 2017                                                                            Page 3 of 8 

 

Section 3 – 

Demographic 

and Social 

Realities 

  

1  9 Some of the reasons for the growth of tourism in recent years 

are: 

 Greater affluence – people are earning higher salaries than 

they did several decades ago.  People in full-time 

employment also receive leave from work with pay.  This 

means that they can take more holidays each year and 

travel further; 

 Greater mobility – The increase in car ownership has given 

people greater freedom to choose where and when to go 

for the day or for a longer period of time; 

 Improved accessibility and transport facilities – There have 

been improvements in roads especially motorways.  

Nowadays there are also improved and larger airports; 

 Changing lifestyles – People who work need longer and 

more frequent holidays to rest as pressure of work has 

increased; 

 Change in recreational activities – There has been an 

increase in active holidays such as skiing, in cruise 

holidays and holidays involving theme parks. 

   

2 4 (1,1,1,1) Students choose two from the following locations: 

 

Sun and sea – Costa Brava, the French Riviera, Ibiza, Malta, 

the Greek Islands and Cyprus, etc. 

 

History and culture – London, Paris, Rome, Venice, etc. 

 

Lake districts – Scotland, Northern England, Northern Ireland, 

Switzerland, Sweden, Northern Italy, etc. 

 

Shopping -  London, Paris, Rome, Milan, Athens, Barcelona, 

Amsterdam, etc. 

 

3 4  Congestion on beaches, main roads and places of historic 

interest; 

 Farmland is lost to property developers; 

 Hotels, carparks, airports and holiday apartments replace 

the views of the countryside and are an eye sore; 

 A large percentage of employment related to tourism is 

seasonal and part-time. 

 Total: 17 
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Section 4 – 

Europeans 

and their 

Environment 

  

1. i 2 Pollution can be defined as the dumping of wastes into the air, 

water or land in such quantities that the processes of nature can 

no longer handle them. 

ii 4 Air pollution can result from both human and natural actions.  

Natural events that pollute the air include forest fires, volcanic 

eruptions, wind erosion and natural radioactivity.  Meanwhile, 

human activities that result in air pollution include emissions 

from industries and manufacturing activities, the burning of 

fossil fuels for transportation and the emission of harmful 

chemicals from households and farming.  

iii 3 We breathe air to live and the air we breathe has a direct impact 

on our health.  Long-term health effects of air pollution include 

chronic respiratory disease, lung cancer, heart disease, and 

even damage to the brain, nerves, liver or kidneys. 

 

iv 2 Vehicles, power stations and factories give out gases and other 

substances such as soot and oil droplets.  These combine and 

react to produce a smoky fog called ‘smog’. 

 

v 6  It increases levels of water acidity; 

 It causes the death of fish and plant life in rivers and lakes; 

 It pollutes the fresh water supply; 

 It destroys forests as the important soil nutrients calcium 

and potassium are replaced by manganese and aluminium 

which are harmful to root growth; 

 It effects forest wildlife habitats; 

 Crop yields are likely to fall because soils become acidic. 

 Damage to the built environment.  

Section 5 − 

The Cultural 

Heritage 

  

1 i 3 Globalisation is a process of interaction and integration among 

the people, companies, and governments of different nations. 

ii 1 Information technology, media 

iii 6 The most visible effect of globalisation is widespread 

communication.  The introduction of newspapers, magazines, 

internet and the TV has immensely helped to spread 

information.  People are now more aware of what is happening 

around the world.  The internet has greatly revolutionised the 

impact of globalisation on the media.  The digital media is 

intensely transforming consumer behaviour and traditional 

media business models. Social networks like Facebook have 

helped people to connect together.   
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2 7 The Renaissance was a period of European history from the 

14th to the 17th century.  It started as a cultural movement in 

Italy in the Late Medieval period and later spread to the rest of 

Europe.  The word ‘Renaissance’ means rebirth.  This name 

was chosen because people started to take an interest in the 

learning of ancient times, in particular that of Ancient Greece 

and Rome.  During this period, there were several famous 

artists, writers and philosophers.  Mathematics and other 

sciences were studied.   There also emerged a common, 

unifying musical language, namely the polyphonic style. 

 Total: 17  

 

 

PART II                                                                                                          (Total 34 marks) 

 

Answer any TWO questions in essay form.                                  

 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − 

Power and 

People 

17  The four freedoms of the EU, namely the free movement of 

goods, services, capital and persons, lie at the heart of the 

EU and strengthen the single market; 

 These freedoms aim to remove trade barriers and to 

harmonise national rules at an EU level; 

 The free movement of goods is secured through the 

elimination of customs duties and quotas.  Because of the 

free movement of goods, full and unrestricted trade can take 

place between the Member States of the EU; 

 The free movement of services enables EU citizens to 

establish a company in another EU country and to provide 

or receive services in an EU country other than their own; 

 The free movement of persons allows citizens of the 

European Union to move to and live in another EU Member 

State, and in certain circumstances, to access the welfare 

system of the EU country to which they have moved; 

 The free movement of capital enables EU citizens to carry 

out financial operations abroad, for example to open bank 

accounts and buy shares in non-domestic companies. 

 

Section 2 − 

Economic 

Development 

and Changes 

in Europe 

 

17 Advantages of e-Commerce 

 Consumers have a greater choice of products available to 

them at much lower prices than they would pay in a local 

store due to the fact that they can shop anywhere in the world 

and take advantage of currency exchange rates and economic 

differences throughout the world; 

 More sellers competing for the customers means they have 

to be competitive, sometime by lowering prices; 
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 As past customers can review each product, a person can see 

what others have said about the quality and value of a 

product before purchasing it; 

 A customer has the opportunity to return an item if he/she is 

not satisfied with it; 

 Customers can buy an item at a cheaper price as they can buy 

it directly from the manufacturer; 

 Online businesses have customer loyalty schemes where 

customers can get reduced rates based on repeat purchases; 

 Businesses have lower overheads and, therefore, can sell 

their products at a lower cost and be competitive. 

 

Disadvantages of e-Commerce 

 When establishing an online business, companies that did 

not previously have an online presence will need to expand 

in terms of the IT infrastructure needed; 

 Businesses competing in a global marketplace open 

themselves up to having other traders throughout the world 

competing with them; 

 When selling online, business need to adhere to certain  laws 

such as The Data Protection Act.  The customer also must 

receive written communication of their order for proof of 

purchase; 

 There is the possibility that consumers and businesses alike 

suffer from credit card fraud.  Consumers run the risk of 

identity fraud.  Meanwhile, businesses run the risk of 

phishing attacks and other forms of security fraud; 

 Although delivery of products is often quicker than 

expected, there may be delays for the consumer.  There can 

also be the possibility that a product is lost or delivered to 

the wrong address; 

 There is lack of personal interaction between seller and 

buyer. 

Section 3 − 

Demographic 

and Social 

Realities 

17  Push and pull factors of migration are factors that can 

either encourage people to move to a new location or else 

force them to leave their own country; 

 These factors can be economic, political, cultural and 

environmentally based; 

Push factors: 

 Push factors are those associated with the country of 

origin; 

 They are factors which make people leave their homes; 

 Examples of push factors are: 

- Overpopulation; 

- Lack of jobs; 

- Low wages; 

- Intolerance towards a certain cultural group; 

- Religious persecution; 
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- Natural disasters; 

- Political persecution; 

- Poor medical care. 

Pull factors: 

 Pull factors are associated with the country of destination; 

 They are factors which attract people to a certain location; 

 Examples of pull factors are: 

- Availability of jobs; 

- Better paid jobs; 

- The promise of a ‘better life’; 

- Religious tolerance; 

- Attractive environments and landscapes; 

- Warm climate; 

- Quality education; 

- Good medical care; 

- Security. 

 

Section 4 −  

Europeans 

and their 

Environment 

17  Lapland, which has an area of 100,366 km2 represents 30% 

of Finland’s total land area; 

 In Lapland there is an average population density of about 

two people per km; 

 The indigenous people of this place are Saami; 

 Lapland has been described as the cleanest corner of 

Europe and has been proven to have the purest air; 

 It is globally the largest organic area of renewable nature 

products; 

 Its pure and serene nature is a wonderful setting for all 

pursuits; 

 Lapland is known for its vast subarctic wilderness, ski 

resorts and natural phenomena including the midnight sun 

and the Northern Lights; 

 People of all ages will find things to do, to see and to 

experience in Lapland; 

 The different parts of Lapland are clearly distinct.  The 

South and the West are maritime and have rivers and rich 

flora.  Central and Eastern Lapland are known for their 

tree-covered fells.  Meanwhile, Northern Lapland is more 

barren; 

 The reindeer is an inherent part of Lapland’s nature.  The 

golden eagle can also be spotted in Lapland.  The fox roams 

the forests and one can also come across bears in the 

forests. 
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Section 5 − 

Cultural 

Heritage 

17  A world war is a war involving many of the countries of 

the world or many of the most powerful ones. 

World War I 

 World War I was a military conflict which took place 

primarily in Europe between 1914 and 1918; 

 It is also known as the Great War and The War to End all 

Wars; 

 The Allied Powers, led by France, Imperial Russia, Britain 

and from the 1917 the United States defeated the Central 

Powers.  Italy joined the Allies in 1915; 

 Hostilities occurred at sea and, for the first time, in the air; 

 The scale of the conflict was very large.  More than nine 

million soldiers and civilians died in this war; 

 The war caused the disintegration of four empires:  the 

Austro-Hungarian, German, Ottoman and Russian 

Empires; 

 This war had a decisive impact on the history of the 20th 

century; 

 The result of this war was an important factor in the 

outbreak of World War II. 

 

World War II 

 World War II was a worldwide military conflict which 

lasted from 1939 to 1945; 

 This global conflict split a majority of the world’s nations 

into two opposing camps, namely the Allies and the Axis; 

 The war ended in an Allied victory; 

 The United States and the Soviet Union emerged as the 

world’s two leading superpowers; 

 This war resulted in the death of over 60 million people; 

 It was the most widespread war in history. 

 


